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Related Experience Summary
Dr. Sandford has over 25 years of experience within the fi elds of infrared spectroscopy, infrared 
astronomy, laboratory astrophysics, astrochemsitry, and astrobiology, and the study of extraterrestrial 
materials (particularly meteorites, interplanetary dust particles, and comet dust).  His experience 
includes the use of multiple laboratory analytical techniques, and ground-based, airborne, and 
spaceborne telescopes.  He also has worked on a number of space missions, including sample return 
missions like Stardust and Hayabusa.
Employment History
1986-present Astrophysicist (Civil Service), Astrophysics Branch of the Space Sciences 
   Division, NASA Ames Research Center, Field, CA  (Laboratory astrophysics).
Education
B.S. with highest honors in Mathematics and Physics, December 22, 1978, New Mexico Institute 

of Mining and Technology, Socorro, N.M. 87801
M.A. in Physics, May 22, 1981, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 63130
Ph.D. in Physics, December 22, 1985, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 63130
Professional Societies
American Astronomical Society  (1982 - present, Full member)
American Physical Society  (1981 - present, Full member)
Astronomical Society of the Pacifi c (1996-present, Full member)
Meteoritical Society  (1981 - present, Full member)
International Astronomical Union (1994 - present, Member)
American Association for the Advancement of Science (2006-present, Member)
Awards and Honors
Multiple NASA Stardust Group Achievement Awards (2000, 2004, 2005, 2007)
Multiple NASA Special Achievement Awards (1989, 1993, 1997, 1998)
2006 NASA/Ames Scientist/Researcher Honor Award (also 1996)
2006 Named a Fellow of the Meteoritical Society
2004 Asteroid 16035 named 16035 Sasandford
2002 NASA Group Achievement Award – The Astrochemistry Laboratory
2000 NASA Group Achievement Award - NASA Astrobiology Team
2000 Named an Ames Associate Fellow (5/18/00)
1986 Awarded the Antarctic Service Medal (for work done with ANSMET)
1979-1984  Recipient of the Virgil I. Grissom Astronautics and McDonnell Fellowships, 
                   Washington Univ.
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